
 

 

 

 

 
 

Deadline: February 18th, 2022 
 

Note: Two Fellowships are available this year. 
Thanks to a generous endowment provided by former Provost Marilyn L. Williamson, the Humanities Center offers an annual Distinguished Faculty Fellowship 
to tenured faculty (associate and full professors) in the humanities as defined by the NEH, the arts and related disciplines. In the 2021-2022 Academic Year, 
the Center will support two fellowships each worth maximally $20,000 including fringe benefits, if applicable. Criteria for selection include: the merits of the 
individual research project proposed for the fellowship term; the exceptional contribution the proposed project will make to the humanities and their potential for 
scholarly recognition, publication, exhibition or performance; and two external recommendations in support of each project. Consistent with the mission of the 
Humanities Center, interdisciplinary proposals are particularly encouraged, although all distinguished projects in the humanities will be fully considered. 

 
Funding 
The Center will fund one proposal annually, but with the intention every third year to open the competition to two such awards. Applicants should limit their total 
budgets to $20,000, and should prepare a budget statement which includes expenses related to a specific research project, e.g. travel, research assistance, 
salary and fringe benefits. 

 
Conditions 
1. All tenured WSU full-time faculty in the humanities as defined by the NEH, the arts and related disciplines are eligible to submit proposals, except 

faculty who received a research award, whether external or internal, of $20,000 or more in the previous two years. 
2. A faculty member may submit one proposal for which he or she is the sole applicant. 
3. Approved projects must be completed within three years, and a complimentary copy of the final product (book, article, exhibition catalog, video, etc.) must be 

submitted to the Humanities Center. 
4. Requests for course buyouts and summer salary supplements must be approved by the recipient’s college and follow college guidelines. 
5. The fellowship recipient will be required to share results of the funded research in an award lecture to be organized during the year of (or 

following) the fellowship term. 
6. Recipients must submit bi-annual interim reports on their approved projects to the Humanities Center through the project’s completion. 
7. Recipients are encouraged to participate in activities sponsored by the Humanities Center. 

 
 

Guidelines for proposals 
Each proposal must consist of a narrative of not more than twelve double-spaced pages (excluding the application cover page), a detailed budget (explaining 
the budget information requested on the application cover page), and the professional record of the applicant. 

 
The body of the proposal must include the following elements: 
1. A completed application cover page with all required signatures (not part of the twelve-page limit). 

Note: in the case that a department head is applying for a fellowship, he or she should obtain the signature of his or her dean. 
2. The applicant’s name, and his or her discipline corresponding to the project. 
3. A project narrative of no more than twelve pages, which includes: 

- statement of purpose 
- description of the preliminary hypotheses 
- theoretical framework 
- research methodology 
- possible outcomes of the project, with publication and future research plans, if follow-up studies are anticipated 
- contribution that the project will make to the profession and to the applicant’s career 

4. A bibliography or list of relevant sources, not to exceed one page (included in the twelve-page limit). 
5. A detailed budget and justification by category (in addition to the budget summary on the application cover page). Summer salary, if requested, and fringe 

benefits costs for all relevant employees must also be included in the total budget request. 
6. A list of awards and fellowships received over the last five years 
7. The professional record and contact information of the applicant. 
8. Two external letters of recommendation in support of the project proposed for the fellowship. The letters must arrive by the deadline. 

 
Fourteen (14) copies of the application and professional record should be submitted to the Director, Humanities Center, 
by 5:00 PM on February 18, 2022. Each application must have an application coversheet. The application cover sheet is 
available online: https://research2.wayne.edu/hum/ 

The Humanities Center 
Attn: Walter F. Edwards, Director 

2226 Faculty/Administration 
Building 


